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POSITION RE-ADVERTISED 

FREE-FLIGHT BIRD SHOW KEEPER/PRESENTER
Cairns Tropical Zoo is situated in one of the most unique and beautiful places in Northern Australia, nestled amongst the foothills of World Heritage rainforest with the Great Barrier Reef at our doorstep.   Established in 1980, Cairns Tropical Zoo is the largest and most diverse wildlife park in FNQ.  The Zoo encompasses six hectares of landscaped tropical gardens.

The Bird Department maintains over 60 different species of native and exotic birds.  Included in the department is a twice-daily free flight bird presentation. The Zoo is an accredited Zoo and Aquarium Association (ZAA) Member and an active participant in a number of Australasian Species Management Programs (ASMP).

The successful applicant will play a role in the presentation of our bird show, and the implementation of animal training regimes for our free-flight bird show.  The role MAY also include work with some non-show birds.
The position requires a flexible attitude and will include work on weekends and public holidays.

SELECTION CRITERIA

ESSENTIAL

You are a motivated, punctual, creative team member who displays a high standard of verbal and written communication allowing you to effectively connect with other staff and the public.

You have excellent knowledge of all aspects of animal husbandry, including welfare, health, hygiene, observation, record keeping and enrichment.  You have sound knowledge in operant conditioning using positive reinforcement, and good knowledge of the biology and behaviour of Australian fauna.
You display good communication, interpersonal and time management skills, along with the ability to work comfortably within a small team environment as well as independently.  You quickly learn, implement and work in line with in-house policies and procedures.  You think clearly, act appropriately and accurately follow directions.  You are passionate about the well-being of animals in your care, as well as inspiring and captivating audiences, and effectively conveying modern zoo philosophy and conservation ideals.
You will also have:

· Minimum 2 years’ experience in training and conditioning;
· Demonstrated knowledge of flight training, weight management, and appropriate use and care of falconry equipment;
· Extensive experience in and commitment to deliver dynamic, engaging visitor experiences;
· Australian citizenship or the requisite visa to work in Australia.
HOW TO APPLY

Please send a current C.V. and a covering letter outlining your ability to meet the above selection criteria to Michael O’Brien, Manager Wildlife & Operations by email to michael@cairnstropicalzoo.com.
Previous applicants need not re-apply.
CLOSING DATE
COB Sunday 15 April 2012.
